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President’s Letter

Diear Fellow Member,

We are in the thick of our season with the leagues well under way and numerous tournaments already completed. The lesgue
scason seems (o be progressing quite smoothly and all participants are enjoying the use of Rail Station to capture results and pre-
sent team and individual rankings and ratings via the Imernet. Several clubs are now also using Rail Station for their in-house
ladders and tewrnaments, and all these resulls automatically update our player ratings. This is a wonderful system and ool that
will evenlually be available on a national basis, whereby all match results are fed into a central database and players can com-
pare ratings throughout the country. The NNISRA is just more advanced than the USSRA at this pobnt in lime, but we are shar-
ing some of our technology with them and expect them to eventually adopt a similar system.

Several significant tournaments are on the horizon, or have recently been played, including the National Softball Championships
at Trinity March 12-16, the National Hardball Championships al Merion Cricket Club on February 21-23, and the Junier Nation-
als in Baltimore March 8-9. The N.J. States will be played in Princeton this year starting on April 12, and our League Grand Fi-
nals are scheduled for the end of March. Geood luck 1o all members participating in these events and representing our district,

Membership

Rail Station’s datahase capabilitics offer a unique benefit to members, and this value will increase as more players join the Asso-
ciation and participate in tournaments and the leagues and receive ratings. This system therefore offers an excellent opportunity
tr get many non-member players (o join to participate in our activilics and receive ratings. Each of the 13 clubs in our region has
many non-members and we are undertaking some new initiatives to get these non-members to join. For example, the Association
15 developing a packet 1o be shared with all clubs as well a3 some new reminder potices to make it easier for members to know
when their memberships are expiring and rejoin. This is not a job for only the Board; we hope our entire membership will pac-
ticipate in helping persuade your fellow club members te join. Qur Association needs a strong membership 1o continue to thrive,
and with everyone’s contribution we can grow the memhbership and expand our offering of tournaments, clinics, exhibitions and
social events and generally arow and develop the game a5 is our mandate.

The NNISRA will hold its Annual Meeting and Awards ceremony as usual in mid-May al which point new trustees will be
elected. Il yvou or someone you know would like to be considered, please notify one of the current Board members or me. The
Annual Meeting and Awards event is also always an enjoyable evening so we encourage everyone's attendance. Finally, thank
you to all the volunteers who donate their time to the NNISRA. The suceess of our organization continues (o be dependent on
the contributions and invelvement of our membsers.

Enjoy the rest of the season,

David Kerr
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EyeCare 20/20 Squash Tournament

The EycCare 20020 Chatham Open Squash Tournament was beld December 6-2, 2007 at
The Chatham Club. Dr. Carey Silverman, MD, Medical Director of EyeCare 20/20 in East
Hanawver and James Laird, chef and owner of Restaurant Serenade in Chatham, sponsored
the evenl,

The 60+ division had an overwhelming response and the level of play was cxeellent,
Squash is not just for youngsters and is a great sport to be played during the winter. Final-
ists Steve Vignolo and Richard Spikerman faced ofT in the final with Vignolo winning the
first place trophy. Vignolo said of his oppenent, “He has a eeach like a condor™, Jim
Tohnson prevailed in the 60+ consolation round against George Hyidsien.

One of the highlights of the tournament was the Mens” “B” final with Izor Nevistich and
Alilla Agh. Nevistich’s determined play and Agh's athlelic, almost gymnastic saves de-
lighted the gallery. In the best of five game final Nevistich was al malch point in the third,
Just one point away from winning the title. Agh fought back and eventually won the event.
“It’s not over until the final point has been played” stated Geoff Mitchell, Mike Barnet
won the Mens' “B" Consolation in a three games to one match against Todd Smith,

John Krayacich prevailed over Philip Tham in the Mens™ “C™ final, Andrew MeDonough
fought off Rusty Feldman (o win the Mens™ “C” Consolation. In the Mens™ “A/Open™
division Chatham Club squash professional GeolT Mitchell showed spirited play against
Chandy Bramwell, and won the division in five games.

The gallery was not only delighted with the level of play, but also the excellent “serving”
of James Laird of Restaurant Serenade who provided a brunch of Squash Soup, Asian

Shrimp and Sweet Onion Tarts among other delectable treats.

- Catherine Cropper

Left to right below: Jamie Laird, Geoll Mitchell,
and Dr. Carey Silverman.

NJ States to Be Held April 12-13

with respect 1o submissions and ]ieu_e_'r.-:;-tb

The CNISRA has announced that the 2003 NI State Championships will be held April 12
13 at Jadwin Gymnasium at Princeton University. Jadwin is a top-notch Tacility with 10
international courts that will offer excellent play and spectating. Tentative divisions are
Men's Opend5.5, 5.0 (A), 4.0 (B), 3.0 (C), Men's 40+, 50+ and 60+, Women's 4.0 and 3.0,
and Junior Boy's and Girl's U13, ULS and U129, An enry form will be available an the
NNISREA website. Last year there were almost 70 entries and the CNJISRA is looking for
an increase over those numbers. Remember that all match resules will be available on Rail
Station and count toward NNISRA ratings.
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Chatham Takes Interclub Over Short Hills

The fifth Annval Interclub match between The Chatham Club and Short Hills Club was held on December 15 with 25 o1l
matches played at both clubs. Chatham triumphed for the first time in two years with a strong 17-8 showing, Like the Amet-
ica’s Cup, the Silver Cup was dutifully passed over and will reside at The Chatham Club for the coming year. Last year™s match
ended in a tie and Chatham was eager 1o reassert itself in this year's conlest, Chatham started strongly, winning four of the five
fadies” matches, using several of its strong up-and-coming juniors. Short Hills fared better among the D and C players, but Chat-
ham's supertor depth at the'A and B level, sealed the match for them as it won 9 of those 10 matches. Numerous juniors com-
peted for both teams, often against older peers, which made it interesting and fun for both sides. Short Hills did manage o win
several tight, 3-2 matches with Brian ' Toole's win over Jamie Laird at €4, Tom Minler over Carey Silverman at 123 and Mark
Bliss over F. Simon at D5, A the 1op of each skill division, Chandy Bramwell prevailed against David Kerr at A1, Broce Smith
beat Henry Lee at BIL junior Andrew Kricte topped Ted Leh at C1, junior Rusty Feldman triumphed over Steve Silver at DI, and
Anne Mandel defeated Abby Byrne at W

Wayne In-House Hardball Squash League

The Wayne Yh-YWHA 2002 In-House Hardball
Squash League concluded recently with hard fought,
spirited play between the Bears and Panthers five-
player teams.

Led by Captain Sam Eisenberg, the Bears won the
championship by winning three of the five matches
played. Every match is crucial in the finals; howewver,
the: match at the #3 position stands out with Steve
Kwait defeating George Hirshberg in a very close,
will-played contest that went into avertime in the fifth
and deciding game.

The YM-YWHA Tn-House Hardbzll Squash League
tiacd 43 players with nine five-player teams combating
cach other from early October (o late December. This
hardball league is the largest and most active program Wayne In-House Hardball Championship Team above left ta right:

in the nation and will continue (o be offered in coming George Hirschberg, Michael Tremonte, Captain Sam Eisenbera, Perry
Vears. Wolkewitz and Brian Sallerson.

NNISRA Membership Report

Asof January 31, 2003, there were 190 current members of the NNJSRA. This compares favorably with the membership of 176
al the date of my last report, which was August 31, 2002, However, it is somewhat lower than the membership a year ago,
which staod a1 206,

Since my prior report, |8 new members have joined the Association, Many of these new members are juniors, which is very en-
couraging for the future of squash in Northern New Jersey. It is also encouraging to see that a few people, whose memberships
expired several years ago, have once again renewed those memberships.

We would like 1o encourage cveryone to pay attention 1o his or her membership renewal date, and to renew on 1 timely basis. As
a reminder, your membership renewal date is printed on the bottom of your Squash Central mailing label, and a membership
renewal form can be found in this issue. Alternatively, you can go to the membership scetion of the NNJISRA website
(www.nnjsra.com), print out the form, [llitin, and mail it along with the appropriate payment to the address shown.

Please note that the NNJSRA membership dues have increased $10 effective January 1, 2003, to offset the similar increase in our
charges from the USSRA.

- Liz Stratford
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Pizzi and Barnet Win New Jersey High/Prep School Squash Championship

The Northern New Jersey Squash Racquets Association and Blair Academy in Blairstown, NT hosted the 24ih annual New
Jersey High School/Prep School Squash Championship on Sunday, January 12, 2003, Blair squash coaches Blair Buck, David
Low and Sara Kaufman presided over the strengest draw ever for this tournament that featured 33 of New Jersey’s finest high
school and prep squash players.

Andrew Pizzi of Chatham Township won the boy's draw. Pizzi, nationally ranked, dominated the tournament and lost only one
game in the finals. He defeated Drew Blacker of Pingry 3-1 in the finals. It appeared that Pizzi was in trouble upon losing the
first game, hut his combination of tighter rails, better length and more volleying ook its toll on the sophomore player. In order o
get 1o the fmals, Piezi defeated teammate Tim Crandle, and Blacker defeated Andrew Kriete. The longest match of the
tournament went five games and almost an hour in which Jim Crandle outlasted Peter Cipriano of Madison and Pingry. For the
past several years Delbarton has won the boys” division of the lournament, with the exception of last year, which was won by
Blair, The Pingry School is a new participant in the squash tournament, this being the first year Pingy has sponsored a team.

stephanie Barnet of Gillette won the girls® draw, Barnet, also a top ranked national player, dominated without the loss of a single
game. She beat Maggie OToole of Pingry, who was also 2 finalist in last year's tournament. Barnet trains under Chatham Club
squash pro Geoll Mitchell, who has trained several mational champion junior squash players.

The directors of the tournament, Mac MeCaulley, Mike Wallace, Arthur Lew and Bart Chase, extend heartfelt thanks 1o the Blair
Academy lor its fine hospitality. In addition, they would also like to thank the NNISRA for contributing food and support for the
tournament and for its conitnued promotion of junior squash. And last but not least, the tournament directors thank Guy Cipriano
for his contribution of trophies.

- Mae MeCaulley

Dick Mason Why Join the NNJSRA?

The NNISRA is a non-profit organization dedicated to the sup-
port, promotion and development of squash on the local and na-
tional level. Annual dues support junior squash development and

Congramulations (o Dick Mason, a NNISEA hardball and
softball league participant, on his recent championships,
Dick won the 704 age group Eastern States Softhall Squash

Tournament held at Yale Club in New York City Tanuary 24-
26, 2003. He also won the 70+ age group division at the
Milt Russ/Harvard Invitational Hardball Squash Tournament
held at the Harvard Club of New York City in carly January.
Dick Masen is pictured below with his two championship

cups.

|~ Reduced tournament rates and eligibility to participate in

8l | Please support these efforts by maintaining your membership

events, league play, tournaments, clinics and exhibitions for both
juniors and adults in Northern New Jersey. A significant portion
of dues also supports the national level activities of the USSR A.
The following are the tangible benefits a NNJSRA member re-
ceives from annual membership!

M www NNISRA.com - The Association’s website for current
events and resources.

Eail Station - The Association’s interactive database Tor
rankings, league resulis, club ladders, tournaments, player
ralings and more,

League Play.

Automatic Membership in the USSRA including Annual
Subscription to Squash Central and Squash Masazine.
MMNISEA and USSRA events

in the NNJISEA and helping us attract other plavers 1o the

Association.

- The Board of Trustees






















