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President's Letter
Squash Rules

Dear Fellow Member,

You've heard that girls rule, but can a squash playver rule without knowing the mles? From the local level to world class
players, an understanding and application of the rules are an inherent part of the complex game of squash. In one match
at the recent Tournament of Champions in New York City, there were 128 referee rulings compared to just 98 points in
the maich. Obviounsly the application of the rules was an mmportant part of this match. On the local level, 95% of the
problems or incidents we hear about during league play stem [rom disagreements over the rules and themr mterpretation,
While the NNJSRA has promoeted the imporiance of sportsmanship and adopted the NMJSRA Code of Behavior to help
puide expected behavior on the count, an incomplete or uneven understanding of the rules will still doom many matches.

The USSR A also recognizes the importance of the rules and now requires juniors to pass a referee’s rule test prior to re-
ceiving a ranking, At all tournaments and in school squash competitions, juniors are expected 1o referee as much as they
play. I think these are marvelous ideas, but why not the adults too? If a ten year old can be expected to meet this
standard, why not adulis? Can you answer these guestions?

1. By throwing his/her racquet to the ball, a player manages to retwn the ball to the front wall. s it?
{a) Good (b Mot wp

2. White, attempting to hit the ball, touches Blue with a reasonable back swing. Winte completes the swing and makes a
good shot. Blue then asks for a let on the grounds that White created an obstruction with the back swing. What is the
ruling?

(a) Stroke to Blue {b) Stroke to White {e) Let (d) Mo let

3. Blue accidently drops the racquet that distracts White, White stops and asks for a lct, What is the ruling?
{a) Blue wins rally {by While wins rally {c) Let (d) Mo lat {¢) None of the above

These are just three of the 75 questions that appear on the Certified Club Referee Test. This is the multiple choice test
offered by the USSRA that all juniors must pass with a score of 80% or better to achieve a ranking. And hundreds of
Juniors, from age 10 and up do pass this test. The test and an answer sheet may be printed off the TUSSRA website at
www.us-squash.org, and the completed answer sheet may be maled to the USSRA for sconng at no charge. This is an
open book test, and a complete set of the corrent rules may also be printed off the USSRA website for reference.

In an inifial effort fo encowrage a beiter undersianding of the rules, the NNISRA will starl recogmzng players that also
prass this test by highhighting their names as Certified Club Referees on the website rankings. We wall also look to com-
mend teams and clubs with high numbers of Certified Club Referees. In addition, the NMNJSRA recommends that league
players offer to help referee their team's matches which will improve the referee’s understanding and application of the
mules and typically eliminate potential disagreements between the players.

In general, as players become more knowledgeable about the rules, they can focus more on the competition itself and the
pame becomes more enjoyable. We encourage players at all levels to work this year toward getting certified and thus
improving this aspect of their game. And you don't want to be in a rules dispute with someone who is a Certified Refe-
ree il you are not, do you?

Enjoy the balance of the season.

- Phavied Kerr
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In Memory of Edward Hahn

Edward J. Hahn, 88, a two-time National Squash Racquets champion, died
on Thursday, Dec. 13, 2001 at his home in Wayne, New Jersey. A World
War LI infantry veteran, Fd won the Bronze Star in combat in New Guinea,

He began playing squash after he returned from military service and won
national titles in every category for which he was eligible. He won the
National Singles Championship in 1950, beating Henri Saluun in the finals
in a great five game match, and he won again in 1951, He and his brother,
Joe, won the National Doubles title in 1955, when Joe was older than the
combined ages of their two opponents, one of whom was G. Diehl Mateer,
Fid was the National Velerans Singles titleist in 1958 and in 1959_ and the
National Senior Singles champion in 1967. He was a member of the
Detroit team that won the 1947 National Team championship. He was
Western Singles Champion from 1948 to 1954, 1957 and 1959-1961. He
was Western Doubles champion in 1955 and 1956; Michigan Singles
champion 1948-1962 and 1964; and Michigan Doubles champion 1947,
1950, 1952, 1956-1960, 1964, and 1966-67. Both Michizan and New
Jersey have inducted him into their Sports Halls of Fame,

A wise, kind and loving husband, father, srandfather and friend, he was
wonderfully amusing, too. Toward the end of his playing days, Ed
sometimes couldn’t -EELLIIL move forward swiftly enough to reach a drop
shot. “Ten years ago.” he would say, “l would have gotten that...” and
after a pause to savor the effect went on to add, “On the fly",

Ed’s many friends will remember him not only as a great champion, but
also as a splendid human being, Ed’s wife, Vivian Siebold Hahn: his son,
Edward: his daughter, Marianne Hayes; four grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren survive him. His cherished brother and frequent doubles
partner, Joe, as well as another squash playing brother, Henry (Hap), died
before him, Anyone wishing to honor Ed’s memory can do so by sending a
contribution to the Montclair YMCA, 25 Park St., Montclair, NJ, 07042,
where Ed enjoyed playing the game he loved for many years.

-Jay Weiss

—

i Membership Report

| As of December 31, 2001, there were 212 current members of the NNJSRA. This |
15 an increase ol 30 members since 1 last reported 1o you as of October 31, 2001,
As of a year ago, there were 159 NNIJSRA members, so the headeount has
increased significantly in the last 12 months. Let's hope this trend continues!

| Since October 31, 2001, the Association has welcomed 27 new members to the |
i organization. In addition, many members have been diligent about renewing their
\membership in order that they are eligible to continue playing in the leagues.
lh‘.lwuw:r as an offset, a number of memberships have lapsed.

[ 1.,:'., € encourage everyonc to pay attention to the membership renewal date that is

' printed on the bottom of the mailing label, and to renew on a tmely basis. A
m:.mbm‘slup renewal form is included in this issuc, or print one from the

| NNJSRA website - www. NASra. com.

- Liz Stratford
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Murphy Captures Let/Stroke Flowchart
Short Hills {from Appendix 4.1 of the 2001 World Singles Rules)
Mike Murphy of the Short
Hills Club brought the Cup ) .
home b}-‘ upseuing top o | | Decision Fule
I.Ell'[’}’ Klink of Montelair ¥ Did imterference ocounr? + MO WO LET 12.7.
3-1 to win the Short Hills =
Club Invitational C tourna- YYES
ment held Janvary 3-6. De- | : — .
spite losing the first game, “ﬁﬁw + YES SILED .
southpaw Murphy of Short | Yo 1
Hills remained on the of- | — _
fensive and kept Klink off | | Could the absirucied plaver have NO NO LET 12.7.2
balance with both deep rails ' ri‘-ui*:‘-;‘]n:i“‘ﬂ;'l:':f “1‘5":1*": f:l'::ﬁ NG
| and very cf’fcctwc drop | every cffort g
{shots, Top seeds Klink and |
\Murphy dominated a sea- | s
\soned group of 16 players | : = =
"o meel in the finals. In | Did the uh::mu:g?-:d plaver move YES NO LET i273
fact, neither Klink nor Mur- | past the W”T:.I.Ei- :ﬁrrﬂmnnc 2 ¥
‘phy lost a game until the | - -
final maich. In the consola- | o
tion final, Jay Cooney of | = racres: =
Chatham defeated TE!I:T‘_n,-' | lih}:f"il;f [[‘:ll‘.smlfmd pia_?:ur crtu]lt:l YES NOLET 1274
O'Toole of Short Hills 3-0. | . m”?ﬂwymwng e >
: |
Away from the top seeds, |
there were a lot ofl'} hard I o B
w“ |
f‘n.ught maiches. Chatham’s | Did the oppoment meke overy > T STROKE to plaver 1281
| Richard Sp]kﬁl’i’ﬂﬂﬂ de- elledt o avend imerference™
feated Ted Leh of Short
Hills 3-2 in a grueling, Woes
jemmmnally Chﬁ:’gﬁd match Did the iterference :v::;l the YLS STROKE r R
‘which lasted over an hour, player’s reasonable swing? -» ‘ SIRESSIE T yer B2
' Dave Bushnell of Short S
‘Hills had two back-to-back Yo
‘battles with Jay Cooney = —
| and Montclair Y's Tim | Could u:[c nhs.ln:lc_lcd ]:d:u:.'r:iuha-.-u - YES STROEKE o player 1283
l:]j,fﬂd_i['an; D;;]_jrrﬂ' dﬁfgatﬁd ; made @ winmg el
| Jay 3-2 before falling 3-1 to i Yo
'Oyediran. Other tourna- | l— o -
 ment participants were Ned | %ﬁhf :b:iln]::l;:ri Fllh“rr Iil-.-ﬂ:lc YES STROKE to plaver 1284
! Tie mz‘.ih_ci, Steve Silver, Ani L_«:rinL I dLIr;cLFL:F-H:J::H}u:c1fﬁrlcm|l-.1:nllaor -
! Bagehi, John Moxley, Tom | i poing 1o o side wall would it
Minter, Kurt Wulfekuhlen, | have been o winning return?
‘and neweomers Brian i ) e et e
| Shiver and Jake Leiby. > No VESLET e

| - Ted Leh '
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Women’s Howe Cup

The Women’s Howe Cup was held in Boston, Cctober 26-28, 2001 and is a women's regional team tournament with
players of all standards (A, 13 and C) from across the country. It Is a great weekend of squash and fun, In fact, more
wommen support this tournament each year than the 1.5, Nationals. The 2001 Howe Cup attracted a total of more than
1 10 participants. The tournament was generously hosted by the Harvard Club in Boston, where former Chatham Club
pro Sharon Bradey is now coaching, and at the nearlw University Club. Both locations are stiuated in downiown
Bostoa, a few mmutes walk rom each other,

Llane Hinnegan and | represented New Jersey on the “Atlantic Pacific” Women's A team. We teamed up with Debbie
Brown from Santa Barbara, Natarsha Tippet from Las Vegas and Melissa Vacea (former WISPA touring pro) from
Hartford to take on some formidable competition.

There were a total of nine A teams, cach consisting of five players, and our team was placed in the larger of the two
pools. We were narrowly deleated 2-3 by Phaladelphia 1, and were able (o secure victories over Boston 2 (5-00,
Baltimore  (5-0) and New York 2 (4-1). We ended up coming in second in our pool out of five (not bad for a team
whose members had never met each other before arriving at the towrmament?), which put us in the plavef! on Sunday.
Mew York | offered strong, opposition and we succumbed 2-3 after a brave struggle. Thus we were placed 4" averall
out of nine A teams. Given that many of the teams included teaching pros, tormer WISPA players, or former collegiate
champions, we were particularly proud of the result.
The event offercd some great social events throughout the weekend. On Friday evening we had an organized top to a
brewery, and a private harbor cruise with dinner and dancing look place on Saturday. Many fiendships have been
established at prior Howe Cup tournaments. and I'm sure 1I'm speaking for evervone when | say | am looking forward 1o
the next Howe Cup.

- Loz Stragford

Chatham/Short Hills InterClub Mevistich Tops Field in
Ruled a No Decision Short Hills B

The dth annual interclub match between The
Chatham Club and the Short Hills Club was held on
December 16, 2001, with 24 matches plaved and
Short Hills serving as the host. This was the largest
tirnowt in the seres, which ended ma 12-12 ng.
Under the "Ryder Cup” scoring format, Short Hills
will retain the winner's cup, and leads the series 3-1.

The Shaort Hills Club Invitational B Tournament was
held on January 19-20 and the 13 man draw provided
both action and suspense. Top seed Igor Nevistich
from Chatham won the main draw final over third
seed Kem Blacker 3-1. Both players endured long
pomts in a well-played match. To reach the finals,
Nevistich topped Drew Blacker 3-1 and Kem Blacker
Plavers of all skill levels competed, and once again deleated Alex Cisneros 3-1. Fourth seed Shawn

some of the best and most exciting matches were Atkinson bested Tom Crawford in the consolation
between players turther down the ladder. New this ~ finals 3-1, In the consolation semis, Crawiord
vear was a women's division, and three juniors triumphed over Henry Lee 3-1 and Atkinson edged

"stepped up” to play in the Men's division - and all  Lal George.
three (David Funk, Peter Cipriano and Drew

Blacker) won! Highlights of the tournament included the play of

some of the younger and extremely talemed

Last year Paul Funk of Short Hills almost overcame  contestants such as Drew Blacker and Peter Cipriano.
a two-game deficit to win his match. This year he Cipriano put Tom Crawford into the consolation draw
again spotted his opponent a two-game lead, but with as the result of a long and tough 3-2 first round match.
a real flair for the dramatic Paul came back 1o win

e - For awhile. expeciations were high hat there would be
and secured the "tie/win® Tor Short Hills. S =

an all Blacker final, Kem, the father, and Drew, the
Thanks to all those who participated, and the feeling  son_ both carned their way to the semis. Other
is that Chatham will be loaded for bear this coming  partcipants were Mike Bain, Mike Murphy, Tim
December, when 11 will be the "home team."” ' CUyediran, and Jeft Stevens.

- Steve Vignolo
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FABLED HARDBALL TOURNAMENT PLAYED ON SOFTBALL COURTS

The 60th annual Atlantic Coast Squash Racquets Championships, the oldest hardball tournament in the

| country, was played January 18 and 19, 2002 at both a new location in the Atlantic City area and on 21-foot
| wide international softball courts. The competitors in the open and various age group draws adjusted

' quickly and reasonably well to the additional 2-1/2 feet they were required to cover, and the Friday and
Saturday night parties were as festive as always.

The tournament was held at the beautiful Shore Racquet Club in Somers Point, N.I., about 10 miles south
|of Atlantic City quite near Great Egg Harbor, The new club boasts two international courts and two
'excellent doubles courts as well, Indeed. the club will be hosting the National Mixed Doubles !
'Championships on a weekend in early April. The directors of the tournament, Bill Sykes, Paul Chan and |
Jim Copsey, were forced to move the site from the Resorts Hotel Casino in Atlantic City as i1s new oWners | J
intend to dismanile the old squash club overlooking the ocean at the top of the building. !

The configuration of the new club is quite interesting: one enters into what could easily be mistaken as the
fairly large, square-shaped lobby of a rather luxurious hotel, with many conversation groupings of
comfortable couches, club chairs. tables and plants. At both the far left and far right sides of the "lobby" or
club room, however, are paired glass-back wall doubles and adjacent singles courts with a few rows of
| bleachers or seats behind them. The men's locker room, containing handsome mahogany lockers and a
large bright steam bath area, was located off the far end of the main room., as was an enclosed, cheerful
barroom.

The finals of the open division was won by former national champion Tom I—larrit} who defeated Rob
Dinerman, 15-10, 15-8. 15-7. In the 50's division Bill Gicse prevailed over Chan, 3-1. The 60's title was
captured by Bruce Elfenbein in a close 3-2 battle with Sykes. These three winners were all Philadelphians,
which is the usual pattern for the Atlantic Coast tourney. However, NNJSRA's own Tom Dolan was |
victorious over Henry Zenzie, 3-1. in the 70's final, while another Philadelphia stalwart, Charlie Baker,
defeated Charlie Palms, 3-0, in the finals of the 75's. Six mostly local teams competed in the informal
doubles event with Chuck Matison and Tom Cetrone besting Al Jewitt and Bryan Meyers, 3-1.

Although the draws were smaller than in previous years, with perhaps some veteran hardball devotees
staving away due to the unfamiliar terrain to be covered, tournament director Sykes expressed confidence
that the NNJSRA contingent participating in the event would spread the word that hardball on a 21-foot
softball court was an exciting if challenging game and the Atlantic Coast's famous hospitality and joic de
vivre continued unabated.

- Bob Pyle

...and have vou heard ...

Apparently Sea Bright is
‘moving along with a
| project for three
[ —— _] international courts as
T well as an upgraded ,
'“’!‘i!‘_l'_e’._.]‘_l_lljsrﬂ.'ﬂﬂm doubles court. Well-
Ha i know Frances Odeh may |
| possibly become i
: (affiliated with the club as |
i either & pro or a manager. Lan Bmm, Mike Way, and Geoff Mitchell during the
skills clinics held at The Chatham Club in eariv February.



















