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President’s Letter
Dear Fellow Member,

Membership is the lifeblood of any organization and the NNJISRA is no exception. Increasing membership is
one of the NNISRA's primary goals for the coming vear, and we are now asking all current members 1o join
the membership drive by 1) making sure you keep your membership current by renewing in a timely fashion,
and 2) helping us find new members at your club who might have an interest in league play and the other
activities of the Association and encouraging them to join,

The organization has worked hard over recent years to revitalize its activities and is now responsible for nu-
merous leagues involving 13 clubs, a website with league results, rankings, membership info and more, a
regularly produced issue of Squash Central, and junior development clinies and events such as the well-known
Sy Perkins Junior Tournament. The ability 10 offer such a variety of events is dependent on two things: a
select group of volunteers with an interest in squash willing to provide their time and expertise, and a healthy
membership.

For each 545 membership fee, $25 is turned over (o the USSRA for its activities on a national level and for the
cost of Squash Magazine, leaving the NNJSRA with only $20 per member per year. This $45 membership fee
has not changed in over ten years. With such a limited amount received per member., it is imperative to main-
tain a good sized membership base. To maintain this base, it is neeessary to both attract as many new playvers
as possible to join, as well as get current members 1o renew regularly. This renewal process has been compli-
cated somewhat over recent years by the USSRA's new rolling membership process which restricts the Asso-
clation's ability to focus on an annual membership drive. We print each member's expiration date on his/her
address label to help inform members regarding their expiration.

Nevertheless, the NNJSRA has been successful in sharply increasing membership from four years ago, but
{urther improvement is certainly possible. With a membership of approximately 200 and 13 clubs, this is an
average of only 15 members per club. Given that the clubs such as Chatham, Wayne, Short [Tills and Mont-
clair Y have many players and can field multiple teams in the leagues, and that there are over seven teaching
pros in our arca, there is an opportunity to increase this number. Future membership might also be impacted
by new court activity at Englewood, the return of Odyssey to league participation, and rumored court building
planned at Wayne and Plainficld.

The potential exists to increase membership, but the Association needs your help and is asking all its current
members to assist in this process. Getting new members to join is fair to the current members as well as helps
support the organization's activitics. A membership form is available in this newsletter and on our websiie at
www.nnjsra.org. Any suggestions or thoughts regarding membership are also very welcome by email to
NNSJRAf@iaol. com or to any of our Board members.

- Davidd Kerr
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Hardball League Championship Team Montclair ¥ 1
Tom Dolan, Jr.. Joe Dolan and Dale Berra

The NNISRA Hardball
concluded the season recently with
the Montclair YMCA I team of
Joe Dolan, Tom Dolan, Jr. and

in a convincing fashion winning
all three matches.

' The Montelair Y T finished the
(regular season with the best team
record of 13-6 and the Wayne Y |
team finished second with a

I1-10 record.

The finals were held at the Mont-
clair ¥ with the wvisiting Wayne |
tcam of John Cosmi, Serafin Val-
des and Tony LaSala. Looking
ahead 1o next season, the hope is
that other squash clubs including
Chatham, Short Hills, Englewood
and others will field tcams in the
Hardball League.

The USSRA National Hardball
Tournament will be held on Febru-
jary 23-25, 2001 at Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Middletown, Connecti-
{cut.

l-tardball L-taaguc -

League |

-Kobert Penoti

Short Hills vs. Chatham
Interclub Match

The third annual interclub match between

Dale Berra defeating Wayne Y ]55 The Chatham Club and the Short Hills

Club was held on December 3, 2000.
Matches were played at both clubs with
Chatham serving as the host. A total of
22 maitches were played, with partici-
pants competing at A, B, C and D levels
and, for the first time, a women’s divi-
ston. Shorl Hills prevailed 16 to 6.

T'wo of the more exciting matches were

' Bruce Smith’s (Chatham) come-from-

behind victory over Mike Sankovich and
David Abel (Chatham) withstanding a

 late charge from Paul Funk after leading
| 2 games Lo nong,

The event concluded with a fantastic ex-
hibition  between  Chatham’s  Geoff

- Mitchell and Chandy Bramwell. The zal-

lery emoyed the refreshments and the ex-
citing demonsiration of shot making,
court coverage and tactical use of the en-
tire court by these two fine players.
-Steve Vienolo
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Is it time for vou to
renew your
membership?

Check out your mailing
label on this issue.

Renewing is simple through
the website, or by mail with
the enclosed form!
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site at hitp://www.nnjsra.org. Our website has received excellent reviews from

|2. E-Commerce functionality. Use credit card (via PayPal) to rencw

{be working diligently over the coming months to make many improvements, so
'check the site to look at the revisions, League scores are updated almost daily. 1

Web Site

Site Receives High Ratings
Volunteers Needed

If you are on the web, [ hope that you have had a chance to visit the NNJSRA

the squash community nationally and abroad. We are one of the highest rated re-
gional sites on Squashlinks (http:/fwww.squashlinks.com) receiving a 4/5 star
raling. The resources and links sections in particular received high marks.

To maintain this level of excellence and to continue to provide the web site as a
service to our local squash community, we are seeking members with a sincere
interest in helping with the maintenance and development of the website, We
need volunteers (o help in the following areas:

Content - Adding and maintaining relevant information

I. Web review section. To highlight best squash websites. Create reviews of
retailers/web resources.

2. News Archive section. Squash Central archives organized.

3. Additional Squash Resources. To have features/annotated links on rules,
equipment, squash tactics and strategy. Includes links.

4. Reviewers,

1. Update page layout and format.

2. Update organization of content,

3. Update graphics and logos,

4. Update left column navigation bar.

Techmeal - Need site teslers to Beta Test new features

|. Database functionality.
a. Password access to renew membership on line
b. League live reporting.

membership.

3. Content management system. So multiple people can post information to site.
4. New web host (ISP). We are moving the main activity of the site off of the
USSRA site to a host that offers better technology.

—

Please contact me at bain@usa net if you are interesting in helping out. We will

welcome your suggestions.

- Michoe! Bain
MNNISRA Webfaster
e-mail,hain@nsa net

Rules Clinics

The NNISRA has underiaken
several recent imibiatives to |
improve its members under-
standing of the rules and
therefore enjoyment of the

Fame,

Avrin Slatkin, under the aus-
pices of the NNISRA, has de-
veloped a Rules Clinic which
focuses on the let/no let deci-
sion tree, as well as the rules
that govern these decisions.
He has presented the Clinic at
a number of our clubs. The
{Clinic  involves live court
[demn:rustmiinns as well as a
discussion of typical court
situations and hehaviog/ |
elbnes.

This Clinic has been very
well received at the partici-
i pating clubs which so far in-
lclude Montelair ¥, the Short|
Hills Clab (12 participants), |
and two clinics at Wayne |
YMCA (20 participants).
The next stop is The Chatham
Club with GeofT Mitchell on
Monday, February 26, Two
clinies are scheduled: Juniors
14:30-6:00 pm (30 partici-
|pants scheduled) Courtney
Wallace (Junior Coordinator)
and Adults: 7:00-8:30 pm.

The NNISRA has also re-
cently formed a Rules Com-
mittee to oversee rules and |
conduct-related issues. One |
of the first efforts of the Com-
mittee is to develop and adopt
a Code of Conduct which will
speak  to  behavior and
sportsmanship on and oftf the
squash court,  When com-
pleted, this policy statement |

| | wll be circulated to the mem- |

bership.
=Devvicd Kerr
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'- Spring 2001 League

We arc poised for an outstanding Spring league season, which
started on January 17, Twenty-nine teams will be competing this
vear, one more than last year. Schedules and league results for each
division appear on the NNISRA website at www.nnjsra.org.

Sumilar to last year, matches will be scheduled at 7:00 pm on the
'foliuw:mg evenings: Iumd']y (1), Wednesday (C), and Thursday
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Fall 2000 League

The NNJISRA Fall A/B League consisied of
eight teams, featuring three teams from The
Chatham Club, two from the Short Hills
Club, and one each from Moniclair Racquets,
the Wayne YM/YWIIA, and the Odyssey
Club. During the season, we experienced

(AB). The one exception is matches at Chatham which will be on | high-lr.?\-:ﬂL spirited and competitive 5'_3.‘1.“5]1-
Saturday with the D League starting at 12:00, the C League at 2:00 | | In addition, thanks to the league administra- |
prm and the A/B League at 4:00 pm. | tion system, team captains received timely |
WEDB-based reports on match results, team
Play-offs are scheduled for Apnl, with the Grand Finals planned for and player rankings.
Apnl 29, The Annual Banqguet will be sometime in May. All
players are welcome 1o attend these events. The final regular season standings were as
. . | follows:
Here are the Spring 2001 teams and captains: |
League Division Team Name Captain Tl ERL LG LoE (HEEE i
MName -
AlB Chatham 1 Jeff Stevens Chatham2  Weaver 17 4  B0.95%
! - Chatham 1 Stratford 4 8 FO.O00%
LAB Chatham 2 Liz Stratford : . - p
ShortHills 1 Sankovich 13 8 §1.80%
ASB Chatham 3 Lal George g : .
. Wayne Y Casmi 12 9 E57.14%
AB Montclair Racquets  Joseph Dolan . :
- shoert Hills 2 Vignolo 11 10 52 38%
AR Cdyssey Robert Bedritis Montelair Racauets
AJB Short Hills 1 Michael Sankovich || < . .
AIB Shart Hills 2 Paul Funk " el S T
y ' . Chatham 3 Hochberg & 15 28.57%
B LTI John Gosmi Odyssey Bedritis § 15 2500%
C North Englewood Joseph Prikazsky ’
C Morth Fort Lee Edward Hammonds
c Morth Montclair Y 1 David Kaptein
C North Montelair Y 2 Alax Cisneros The A/B League was won by Carl Weaver’s
E Nﬂ”ﬂ Wayne 1 SEFEIF:; :‘EMEE- Chatham 2 team in a hard-fought match |
| MNaort Wayne 2 Dona Drrson laoai 1z Stratford’s Chatham | T
|G Scuth Chatham 1 Mark Hochberg C:halr:_lm L'; ¢ ratford b %’f:[ﬂif"(‘ ;E.irm.‘.n- Loz i
(C South Chatham 2 William Bartley | at am eam cr.:rn._sls ed of Car Ldfer,
C South Montclair Racquets  Paul O'Neill | Rob Winter, Glen Mignon, Rob Goodwin,
C South Short Hills 1 John Moxley | Chrnis Bjorkesen, John Davey, and Gair
c Sauth Short Hills 2 Garret Sayia Betts.
|D Morth Englewaod 1 Richard Fooshee
O Morth Englewood 2 Larry Gagler - . . }
D North M::I?'ltc:lair Y 1 Crr:i-ii Gngnzalez Chatham 17s roster consisted of Liz Strat-
(D North Montclair Y 2 Jeff Stain ford, Chandy Bramwell, Lal George, Harry
D North Wayne Stephen Vincenti Curtis, Jim Rynar, and Bill Bartley. Watch |
g 39'-”::: CEathham ; LEC' Villanueva oyt for fast-rising John Davey and Gair
ol hailiam 2 att Kestenbaum |\ poys both of whom had outstanding seasons
(0] South Delbarton Craig Paris . , . oo
D South Montclair Recquets  Steve Younger i hﬂlp}"g L_ha[}"am 2 win the Fall 2000
|D South Short Hills Mark McGinley championship,
Check out www. NNJSRA org for the latest team standings, player Another excellent season! We all look for-
rankings (in accordance with the USSR A ranking rules), and indi- ward 1o the same Jevel and quality of compe-

vidual mateh results. And come on out and watch a NNJSRA league |
match.
-Mike Barnet

| [tition in the spring,

-Mike Barmet
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The Princeton women’s tournament held January 26-28 2001 was a great
success. Held in conjunction with the Constable Cup, a closed tourna-
ment for the top college players, the tournament attracted over 80
women squash players, including teams from eight Ivy League colleges.

This year the tournament also had strong support from a number of
Chatham players. Apart from myself Amalia Londono, Lauren Doline,
Juha Bishop and Anne Mandal all participated, Special mention should
be made of Lauren’s performance. Playing in the 4,5 draw, she had some
comfortable wins over several respected college players before being
defeated in the semi finals of the consolation draw. Certainly she made a
rood impression on a number of the college coaches who, no doubt, will
be anxiously hoping that she will join the ranks of one of their teams
next yvear.

In addiion to the above mentioned players, former Chatham player
Felen Clarkson played in the 2.5 draw, and former Chatham Pro Sharon
iBrm[E}-‘ won the women’s 5.5 draw without dropping a game.

|Playing in the 5.5 draw myself, I played what was for me a record num- |
{ber of matches in any given period of time — five hard fonght matches in |
|26 hours! After losing i the second round of the main draw to the |
wormen who went on to play Sharon in the final, 1 then fought my way to |
the consolation finals. Unfortunately my stamina wasn’t up to the level
of my rather (or perhaps I should say, considerably) younger oppo-
nent, and [ ended up geoing down in three games,
| The Constable Cup was eventually won by the top Princeton player over
' the number one player for Trinity, who is herself the British Under 19
champion.

As well as providing the opportunity to support friends and fellow club
plavers, this tourmnament offered an excellent venue to watch some out-
standing squash.

- Liz Stratford

—

i i Wayne “Y” Opens New Court

|Thc FM-YWHA of North Jersey in Wavne
|annuuncm; the opening. of its second sofiball
isquash court, bringing the total to four

| squash courts (2 softball, 2 hardball),

| The *Y* continues to provide sofiball and
{hardball in-house squash leagues and tour-

| naments along with participation in the
NNISRA leagues. The NNJSEA’s hard-
ball league recently concluded with three
Wayne “Y" teams represented. Currently
the Y™ has four teams playing in the Asso- |
ciation’s traveling softball squash leaguc
fielding teams at the A/B, C and D levels.

With the addition of the second softball
squash court, future plans call for the wtre-
duction of jumor squash clinics. Adult clin-
1cs will be planned and continued expansion
of the adult co-ed involvement in softhall
will be carred out.

The Wayne “Y™ 15 a first-rate facility that
offers many athletic, educational and cul-
tural programs. In addition to the squash |
{courts the Y™ has an Olympic-size swim- |
iming pool, indoor and outdoor running

s tracks, tennis and racquetball courts, basket- |
ball and a sofiball field. Massage therapy |
and personal fitness trainers are provided in
the extensive fitness centers along with nu-
merous aercbic and jazzercise classes.

I'or more information or to plan a visit to
the Wayne “Y™", please contact Bob Penott
at 973.595.1991.

| was particularly impressed by the enthusiasm and hespitality of the club members which made for a very enjoyable and

Glidden MacCracken Tournament t

My compliments to the Englewood Field Club in New Jersey for hosting the inaugural Glidden MacCracken Invitational
Tournament, The tournament showcased the club’s brand new squash facility with two full-size international courts dur-
|ing a weekend of great competitive squash. The appreciative audience witnessed a consistently high level of play and
sportsmanship capped off by Paul Arrovet defeating Ben Ari-Elias in the final to take home the trophy. Steve Tan-
nenbaum, the architect who designed the squash facility, won the consolation finzl.

—

 well-attended tournament. Moreover, the rules clinic held before the final match was a positive sizn that the club placed
|4 premium on playing the game as it should be played. The Englewood Field Club, which has been home 1o several gen- |
 erations of prominent squash players including Germaine Glidden and Calvin MacCracken, winners of many national |
(championships, will no doubt become a center of squash in the northern New Jersey area.

Racquers Association

|
|
I

- adapted from comments posted to the USSRA website by Alex Kam, a Governor of the Metropolitan Sguash












